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concerned with "vindicating and asserting" the rights and
liberties of Parliament and of the citizen:

And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons ... do i^ the first place (as their ancestors in like
case have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting
their ancient rights and liberties, declare that the pretended
power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by
regal authority, as it hath been assumed and exercised of
late, is illegal. . . . That levying money for or to the use
of the Crown by pretence of prerogative without grant of
Parliament for longer time or in other manner than the
same is or shall be granted is illegal That it is the right of
the subjects to petition the King and all commitments and
prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal. That the rais-
ing or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time
of peace unless it be with the consent of Parliament is
against law. . . . That election of Members of Parliament
ought to be free. That the freedom of speech and debates
or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or
questioned in any court or place out of Parliament. That
excessive bail ought not to be required nor excessive fines
imposed nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted; . . .
and that for redress of all grievances and for the amending,
strengthening and preserving of the laws Parliaments ought
to be held frequently.8

CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY
During the past two and a half centuries the nature of
the monarchy has undergone a number of important changes.
Many of the functions which were at one time performed by
the Sovereign are now exercised on the advice of Ministers,
though still in the Sovereign's name.
*The Statutes Revised, Third edition, H.M. Stationery Office, Lon-
doa (hereafter referred to as H.M.S.CX) 1950, Vol. I, pp. 427-428.